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COVIDCOVIDCOVIDCOVID----19 in Scotland19 in Scotland19 in Scotland19 in Scotland    

The Scottish Government have outlined the actions being taken to support businesses from 

1 April: 

• a full year’s 100% non-domestic rates relief for retail, hospitality and tourism 

 

• £10,000 grants for small businesses in receipt of the Small Business Bonus Scheme or 

Rural Relief 
o You can get non-domestic rates relief through the Small Business Bonus Scheme if:  

o total rateable value up to £15,000 - 100% relief (no rates payable) on each individual property 

o total rateable value of £15,001 to £35,000 - 25% relief on each individual property with a rateable value 

of £18,000 or less 

o The Small Business Bonus Scheme is not available to payday lending businesses. 

o You can also get this grant if you applied for Nursery Relief, Business Growth Accelerator Relief, 

Disabled Relief or Fresh Start but are eligible for the Small Business Bonus Scheme. 

 

• Self-catering accommodation and caravans are eligible for a grant if they:  

o are a primary source of income for the ratepayer (one third or more), and  

o were let out for 140 days or more in financial year 2019-20 

 

• £25,000 grants for hospitality, leisure and retail properties with a rateable value 

between £18,000 and £51,000 

 

https://dumgal.gov.uk/article/20660/covid-19-support-for-local-business - follow this 

link to find the application form for applying for the £10,000 and £25,000 Government 

grants outlined above. 

 

 

• 1.6% relief for all properties, effectively freezing the poundage rate next year 

 

• urging local authorities to relax planning rules to allow pubs and restaurants to 

operate temporarily as takeaways 
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HMRC Support for BusinessesHMRC Support for BusinessesHMRC Support for BusinessesHMRC Support for Businesses    

    

Coronavirus Job Retention SchemeCoronavirus Job Retention SchemeCoronavirus Job Retention SchemeCoronavirus Job Retention Scheme    
 

Updated detailed guidance from HMRC  can be found at - https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-for-

wage-costs-through-the-coronavirus-job-retention-scheme  

 

Employers will be able to access support to continue paying employees’ salaries for those employees 

that would otherwise have been laid off during the crisis. This also applies to employees who have 

been asked to stop working but will remain on the payroll. 

 

Who is eligible? 

• All UK businesses are eligible 

 

How Does it work? 

• Affected employees must be notified of the change and the change of status remains subject 

to existing employment law and depending on the employment contract, may be subject to 

negotiation. 

• They must be designated as “furloughed workers” and information should be submitted to 

HMRC via a new online portal. (HMRC are working urgently on this) 

• If a worker is furloughed, they must not undertake any work during the period they are 

furloughed. 

• HMRC will reimburse 80% of the furloughed workers wage costs, up to a cap of £2,500 per 

month. (it is not clear exactly how the cap will work) 

• Employers can choose to pay the additional 20% of the salary but are not obliged to. 

 

 

Further advice for employers can be found via the following link - https://www.acas.org.uk/advice   
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Deferral of VAT PaymentsDeferral of VAT PaymentsDeferral of VAT PaymentsDeferral of VAT Payments    
 

HMRC will help businesses by deferring VAT payments for 3 months. 

  

Who is eligible? 

• All UK VAT registered businesses are eligible 

 

How does it work? 

• The deferral will apply from 20th March 2020 to 30th June 2020 

• During this period, you will not need to make a VAT payment 

• There is no application process for this to happen, you are automatically entitled to the 

deferral. 

• Any VAT liability that is accumulated during this period must be repaid by the end of the 

2020/2021 financial year. 

• This is only a deferral of payment to allow for short term cashflow issues – you must 

remember this needs to be repaid! 

• If you pay by Direct Debit and are unable to pay your VAT bill you must cancel the Direct 

Debit. Please cancel in good time to avoid HMRC attempting to take the payment. 
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Deferral of July Income Tax Payments on AccountDeferral of July Income Tax Payments on AccountDeferral of July Income Tax Payments on AccountDeferral of July Income Tax Payments on Account    
 

Payments on account for self-assessment income tax that would be due by 31st July 2020 will be 

deferred until 31st January 2021. 

 

Who is eligible? 

• If you are self-employed and make payments on account for income tax you are eligible 

 

How does it work? 

• There is no application process, you are automatically entitled to deferral. 

• No penalties or interest for late payment will be charged in the deferral period. 

• Please note this may result in a large tax payment being due for payment on 31st January 

2021 as this will incorporate the July payment, the final liability for the 2019/20 year plus a 

payment on account for the following tax year. 
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Universal CreditsUniversal CreditsUniversal CreditsUniversal Credits    
 

The Government has announced they will relax the rules around the “minimum income floor” for 

universal credits from 6th April 2020 and this change will last for the duration of the coronavirus 

outbreak 

• You can check the eligibility criteria at www.gov.uk/universal-credit/eligibility 

• If you live with your partner and they are still in receipt of a salary this may affect your claim. 

• Applications for universal credits can be made online, there is no need to visit your local job 

centre. 
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On 26th March 2020 the Chancellor announced a package of support for self-employed individuals 

and members of partnerships: 

 

• HMRC will provide a taxable grant of 80% of your average trading profits for the last 3 tax 

years up to a cap of £2,500 for the next 3 months. 

• Your trading profits must be less than £50,000 and more than half of your income come from 

self-employment. This can be determined as trading profits of £50,000 or less in 2018-19 or if 

the average for the last 3 tax years is less than £50,000. 

• You must have submitted your 2018-19 tax return, if you have still to do this you have until 

23rd April 2020 to bring this up to date. 

• You must have continued to trade in the 2019-20 tax year and intend on trading in the 2020-

21 tax year and have also lost trading profits due to COVID-19 

• Any individual who began trading in the 2019-20 year will be unable to receive this package. 

• HMRC will contact you in due course as they hold the required information via your tax 

return, payment of any money is likely to be in June 2020. 

 

Further information can be found at https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-a-grant-through-the-

coronavirus-covid-19-self-employment-income-support-scheme  
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Further Sources of AssistanceFurther Sources of AssistanceFurther Sources of AssistanceFurther Sources of Assistance    

 

In addition to the above, further information/assistance can be found in: 

 

• HMRC’s time to pay arrangements – these have been extended to assist businesses 

affected by COVID-19. 

• Business Interruption Loan Scheme from government. Details to be announced. 

• Insurance policies should be reviewed for cover. 

• Statutory Sick Pay Rebate (up to two weeks SSP for firms with fewer than 250 

employees). 

• Banks offering repayment holidays, emergency loans and overdrafts. 

• Companies House are offering extensions to filing deadlines. 

• Mortgage repayment holidays. 

 

All of the above information is subject to change and we will endeavour to update you as 

HMRC release more detailed guidance. 

 

Further information can be found at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-

about-covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses 

 


